
What bathroom behaviors 
caused the most fallout?

People are still confused about what should 
and shouldn’t be flushed. How many 
respondents still think you can flush these?

And yet, flushing the wrong 
things can cost homeowners 
and ratepayers a lot of money. 
How much?

Poor bathroom habits, like 
flushing the wrong items down 
the toilet, aren’t just dangerous 
for pipes and wastewater 
infrastructure — they’re also a 
major point of contention in 
relationships. A recent 
Responsible Flushing Alliance 
survey reveals poor bathroom 
habits that cause friction under 
your roof with those who share 
your space – family, spouses 
and roommates alike.

Americans are 
still flushing 
things down the 
drain they know 
they shouldn’t. 
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▶ Not replacing the toilet paper roll

▶ Leaving hair in sink or shower

▶ Flushing non-flushable items

▶ Leaving the bathroom fan on or off

$300-$15,000
▶ Clog clearing average 
costs for residents

▶ Unplanned costs due 
to equipment damage 
from non-flushable 
wipes being flushed for 
US local public agencies

▶ Tampons
15%

▶ Baby wipes
16%

▶ Cleaning wipes
10%

$440M/ Year

(Spoiler alert: NEVER flush any of these!)

flushsmart.org/bathroom-bootycamp

LEARN MORE AT

This July, commit to being part 
of the crew who flushes smart 
and avoids the pitfalls of bad 

bathroom behavior.

▶ Paper towels
18%


